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Table 2.  Recommendations for Coadministering Protease Inhibitors and Nonnucleoside Reverse Transcriptase 
Inhibitors with RIFABUTIN – United States, 2004 
 
 
Single protease inhibitors 

  
Antiretroviral Dose 

Change 

 
Rifabutin Dose Change¥ 

 
Comments 

 
   Amprenavir 
 

 
None 

 

 
↓ to 150 mg/day 

or 
300 mg 3x/week 

 
Rifabutin AUC ↑ by 193%; no change in 
amprenavir concentration. 

 
   fos-Amprenavir 

 
None 

 
↓ to 150 mg/day 

or 
300 mg 3x/week 

 
Comparable to amprenavir. 

 
   Atazanavir 
 

 
None 

 
↓ to 150 mg every other day or 150 mg 

3x/week * 

 
*Recommendation as per package insert.  
Rifabutin AUC ↑ by 250%.  
 

    
   Indinavir 
 

 
↑ to 1000 mg q8h 

 
↓ to 150 mg/day 

or 
300 mg 3x/week 

 
Rifabutin AUC ↑ by 204%; indinavir AUC ↓ by 
32%. 

 
   Nelfinavir 
 
 

 
↑ to 1000 mg q8h  

 
↓ to 150 mg/day 

or 
300 mg 3x/week 

 
Rifabutin AUC ↑ by 207%; nelfinavir AUC ↓ by 
32%.  

 
   Ritonavir 
 
 

 
None 

 

 
↓ to 150 mg every other day or 150 mg 

3x/week 

 
Rifabutin AUC ↑ by 430%; no change in 
ritonavir concentration. 
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   Saquinavir 

 
Rifabutin and saquinavir should not be used together. 

 
Saquinavir AUC ↓ by 43%. 

 
Dual protease inhibitor combinations 

  
Antiretroviral Dose 

Change 

 
Rifabutin Dose Change 

 
Comments 

 
   Lopinavir / ritonavir 

(Kaletra ) 
 
 

 
None 

 
↓ to 150 mg every other day or 150 mg 

3x/week 

 
Rifabutin AUC ↑ by 303%; 25-O-des-acetyl 
rifabutin AUC ↑ by 47.5-fold. 

   Ritonavir (any dose) with 
saquinavir, indinavir, 
amprenavir, fos-
amprenavir, or atazanavir 

 
None 

 
↓ to 150 mg every other day or 150 mg 

3x/week 

 

 
Nonnucleoside reverse-transcriptase inhibitors 

  
Antiretroviral Dose 

Change 

 
Rifabutin Dose Change¥ 

 
Comments 

 
   Efavirenz 
 
 

 
None 

 
↑ to 450 mg/day or 600 mg 3x/week 

 
Rifabutin AUC ↓ by 38%.  Effect of efavirenz + 
protease inhibitor(s) on rifabutin concentration 
has not been studied. 

 
   Nevirapine 

 
None 

 

 
300 mg/day or 300 mg 3x/week 

  

 
Rifabutin and nevirapine AUC not significantly 
changed. 
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   Delavirdine 

 
Rifabutin and delavirdine should not be used together. 
 

 
Delavirdine AUC ↓ by 80%; rifabutin AUC ↑ by 
100%. 

 
 
¥ If CD4 count is greater than 100 cells/mm3, may consider twice-weekly administration of rifabutin with amprenavir, fos-amprenavir, indinavir, 
nelfinavir, efavirenz, and nevirapine. 
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